
NEWSLETTER #263 PREFERÊNCIAS DE EMAIL | VERSÃO WEB
ENGLISH VERSION AVAILABLE HERE

In this issue of the newsletter:

Editorial | America as brand: the end of innocence?
Career Week'26
ISEG Masters Sunset 2026
Open days for secondary school pupils
Civic Scholar Programme: Making an impact with your Master's degree
Report: Educate 2040: What stays, what changes, what matters
Report: Presentation of the book "Living Wage in Portugal"
Celebration of the Jubilee of Professor Vítor Gonçalves
Workshop | Project Build
Lisbon Urban and Public Economics Micro Workshop
Debate | Unlocking Solutions: How Can Portugal Harness International Insights to
Address Housing Affordability?
Exhibition "Deconstructing Colonialism, Decolonising the Imagination. Portuguese
Colonialism in Africa: Myths and Realities" at ISEG
Workshop "Ready, Set, Invest!"
Conference: Innovation, Creative Destruction and Digital Transformation
Universidade de Lisboa joins Rock in Rio as a partner of Smart City of Rock

America as a brand: the end of innocence?
 
For decades, the United States was more than a country: it was a global brand. One of
the most powerful ever built. The “America brand” was based on a clear archetype: that of
the Innocent. The land of promise, of opportunity, of the almost childlike idea that “if you
work hard, you'll get there”. A territory that symbolised new beginnings, of faith in the
future, of confidence in a progress that seemed inevitable. This positioning was not only
political or economic; it was above all cultural, emotional and deeply narrative. Hollywood,
Disney, music, advertising and big brands helped to cement this story: America as a
place where good, in the end, pays off.
 
However, as with any brand, archetypes are not static. They evolve, or they enter into
crisis. And that is exactly what we are seeing today: the America brand in conflict with
itself, caught between the wounded Innocent and other masks that are much less aligned
with the world's idealised representation of “the land of dreams”. The polarisation, cultural
wars, erosion of trust in institutions and sense of collective loss of direction that we are
witnessing today have eroded the central promise of its positioning. The brand that
exported dreams has started to export uncertainty.
 
This crisis is also symbolic. It is no coincidence that so many public figures and
creators, who for years personified the American dream of freedom, are now showing
signs of unease or disillusionment. When Bruce Springsteen, perhaps one of the greatest
emotional ambassadors of America's open road, hard work and stubborn hope,
announces a tour called “Land of Hope and Dreams”, he is not just selling concerts. He is,
consciously or unconsciously, trying to reactivate the brand's central promise. Reminding
the country, and the world, of the story America used to tell about itself.
 
In Carol S. Pearson's book “The Hero and the Outlaw”, which I recommend reading,
archetypes are described as emotional maps of cultures and brands. For a long time,
America was the Innocent: optimistic, altruistic, confident, morally sure of itself. Today,
its narrative is fragmented. On the one hand, it wants to continue believing in its own
story; but, on the other, it can no longer ignore its internal fractures. The result is an
unstable positioning: between nostalgia for an idealised past and the difficulty of proposing
a credible vision of the future.
 
Perhaps America's problem today is not just political. It is, above all, a branding
problem. It is not just about laws, elections or ideologies, but more about what story the
United States can still coherently tell the world and itself. But archetypes do not disappear:
they reinvent themselves. And if America has always been the brand of new beginnings,
perhaps its greatest strength remains that strange ability to rebuild itself when everything
seems lost. The Innocent has lost its naivety, but it may not have lost hope yet. And
perhaps it is precisely there, in that more mature balance between lucidity and idealism,
that the America brand can once again find a narrative worth believing in and a new
archetype it wants, or is able, to live with.
 

What's Up @ ISEG

Career Week'26

Career Week is back with unmissable sessions dedicated to Consulting, Digital Payments
and Technology. From 3-5 March 2026, students will have the opportunity to connect
directly with professionals from leading companies and find out how they may successfully
start their careers.
 
The programme includes the participation of Visa, through its Visa Consulting &
Analytics (VCA) division, and Teamlyzer, a leading platform in the technology market in
Portugal.
 
During this week dedicated to employability, participants will be able to:

Learn about internship programmes;
Understand what companies value in candidates;
Gain real insights into career paths;
Learn practical strategies for entering the job market.

ISEG Masters Sunset 2026

ISEG and AEISEG have organised a networking event where you can meet the Master's
Coordinators and ask any questions you may have, as well as meet current and former
students from each Master's degree. It's the perfect occasion, with music from a DJ and
drinks on offer.
 
📅 Date: 5 March, 18.00-20.00
📍 Venue: Salão Nobre ISEG
 
📌 Further information here

Open days for secundary school pupils

ISEG has organised several open days where secondary school students can explore
the campus, talk to students, ask questions about courses and experience the university
environment of one of the most renowned schools of Universidade de Lisboa.
 
Open Day dates: 21 March, 18 April, 16 May and 23 May
 
📌 Further information and registration here

Civic Scholar Programme: Dá impacto ao teu mestrado | Applications
open until 22 February

The applications period is now open for the second phase of ISEG's Civic Scholar
Programme.
 
More than just a complement to your Master's degree, the Civic Scholar Programme is
an opportunity to develop skills that the market (and the world) increasingly value:
sustainability, critical thinking, social impact, and responsible leadership.
 
📅 Second application phase: until 22 February.
 
📌 Further information and applications here

Report | Educate 2040: What stays, whats changes, what matters 

The debate "Educating 2040: what remains, what changes, what matters", an initiative
organised by ISEG in partnership with Externato O Lar da Criança, was held on 12
February 2026, in the CGD Auditorium at ISEG, during which there was a discussion of
how technological transformation, with artificial intelligence at its core, is redefining the
act of teaching and learning.
 
The President of the Republic, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, attended the debate, lending
institutional weight to the meeting and reinforced the idea that education is a fundamental
issue for the country. The opening ceremony was led by João Duque (Dean of ISEG) and
Rita Ávila de Melo (Principal of Externato O Lar da Criança).
 
The central panel, under the theme "Between gesture and algorithm" brought together
experts from different areas to avoid a purely technological discussion: Arlindo Oliveira
(Professor Emeritus at IST, AI specialist), Gustavo Jesus (psychiatrist, clinical director at
PIN Lisboa), Maria Corrêa (clinical psychologist), Marta Pinto (AI researcher and
consultant), and the debate was moderated by journalist Catarina Marques
(SIC/Expresso).
 
📌 Photographs of the event here

Report | Presentation of the book "Living Wage in Portugal"

Book presentation | Living Wage in Portugal
 
The presentation of the book “Living Wage in Portugal: From necessity to the
possibility of a policy”, was held on 12 February. The authors José António Pereirinha,
retired professor at ISEG, and Elvira Pereira, Professor at the Higher Institute of Social
and Political Sciences (ISCSP), were both present, and the Dean of ISEG, João Duque,
and professors Paulo Trigo Pereira and Paula Cristina Albuquerque all spoke at the
event.
 
The book brings the issue of a living wage in Portugal to the forefront of national academic
debate, thereby informing public opinion on the need for a living wage policy in this
country, as well as on the various alternatives available for designing a policy with this
objective, and the nature of the political action variables that are required.
 
📌 Photographs of the event here

Celebration of the Jubilee of Professor Vítor Gonçalves 

The Jubilee of Professor Vitor Gonçalves will be celebrated at 18.00 on 10 March 2026, in
the CGD Auditorium at ISEG, marking his academic and institutional career and
recognising his remarkable contribution to ISEG, to Universidade de Lisboa and to the
academic community, as well as his legacy in research, teaching and educating
successive generations of managers and researchers.
 
After the session, a dinner will be held in the Salão Nobre of ISEG at 20.00.
 
Participation in the lecture and/or dinner is subject to pre-registration as places are limited.
Please register via this link by 2 March.
 
📌 Further information here

Workshops | Build Project

On 20, 23, 24 and 25 February, ISEG
Workshops will be held as part of the
BUILD Project, an initiative aimed at
people over 60 who need care and for
informal carers.
 
Free admission.
 
📍 Venue: Room 101 (Novo Quelhas),
ISEG
 
📌 Further information and
registration here

Workshops | Time Management 

As part of Universidade de Lisboa's Promotion of Success and Dropout Reduction
Programme, psychologist Samuel Silva will lead a workshop on 23 February dedicated
to Time Management, designed to help students better organise their priorities and
reduce academic stress.
 
📅 Date: 23 February, from 10.00 to 21.00
📍 Venue: Room 208 (Francesinhas I), ISEG
 
📌 Further information and registration here

Workshops | Planting the Mini-Forest at ISEG

On 25 February, we will conclude the new planting phase of the ISEG Mini-Forest, which
began on 29 January. There are over a hundred plants waiting for their new home!
 
The activity is open to everyone. We recommend that you wear comfortable clothing
and footwear, and that you bring a hat and drinking water.
 
Participation is free of charge.
 
📅 Date: 25 February, from 10.00-12.00 and 14.00-17.00
📍 Venue: Mini-Forest, ISEG
 
📌 Further informatiob and registration here

Lisbon Urban and Public
Economics Micro Workshop
 
The Lisbon Urban and Public
Economics Micro Workshop will take
place on 26 and 27 February, in
Auditorium 2 at ISEG.
 
This workshop is an integral part of the
debate “Unlocking Solutions: How
Can Portugal Harness International
Insights to Address Housing
Affordability?”, which will take place
on 27 February, also at ISEG.
 
📅 Date: 26-27 February, at 08.30
📍 Venue: Auditorium 2 (Quelhas),
ISEG
 
📌 Further information here

Debate | Unlocking
Solutions: How Can
Portugal Harness
International Insights to
Address Housing
Affordability?
 
ISEG will host a round table
discussion on policies
dedicated to the topic of housing
accessibility on 27 February,
bringing together leading
European researchers. The
debate will take place at 11:00 in
Auditorium 2 (Quelhas).
 
Free admission.
 
📅 Date: 27 February, starting at
11.00
📍 Venue: Auditorium 2
(Quelhas)
 
📌 Further information here

MAGMA Talent Bootcamp On 26 February, MAGMA Talent
Bootcamp returns to ISEG, a
transformative experience designed to
bring students closer to the job market
and accelerate their development.
 
Students will have the opportunity to
meet over 150 companies, explore real
opportunities in the job market, and
participate in personalised mentoring
sessions with some of the best
professionals in the country. The
initiative is open to students from any
course or School, and the Bootcamp
will be conducted entirely in
Portuguese.
 
📅 Date: 26 February, starting at 08.30
📍 Venue: Salão Nobre
(Quelhas), ISEG
 
📌 Further information and
registration here
 

Decentralised Finance | How Technology Can Change the Finantial
System

Lisbon Digital Ventures will hold its first event at ISEG on 26 February.
 
The session will focus on innovation in the financial market, exploring how new
technologies and digital solutions are transforming the financial sector and creating new
professional and business opportunities.
 
📅 Date: 26 February, at 18.00
📍 Venue: ISEG, Auditorium 4 (Novo Quelhas)
 
Free participation, but subject to prior registratio.
 
📌 Further information and registration here

IGL Concert | Claude Debussy

A recital entirely dedicated to Claude
Debussy, performed by pianist Eurico
Rosado, will take place on 27
February 2026, at 21.00, in the CGD
Auditorium (ISEG).
 
The programme covers different worlds
of Debussy, including Reflets dans
l’eau, Voiles, Des pas sur la neige,
excerpts from Children’s Corner, and
ends with L’isle joyeuse.
 
📅 Date: 27 February, at 21.00
📍 Venue: CGD Auditorium (Quelhas),
ISEG
 

Practical Session | Women in Academia in Portugal 

The research project Horizon Europe
GEPINC: Gender Equality Plans for
INclusivity will hold a practical
workshop at ISEG, in collaboration with
the Wikimedia Portugal association, on
9 March, introducing participants to the
creation and editing of pages on
Wikipedia and Wikidata.
 
Registration is subject to the number of
places available (maximum 15) and
closes on 2 March.
 
Free participation and lunch is
included.
 
📅 Date: 9 March, from 10.00-16.00
📍 Venue: ISEG
 
📌 More information and
registration here
 
 

>> Sandra Miranda de Oliveira argues that the Digital Product Passport will only truly
promote sustainable consumption if, in addition to transparency, it is accompanied by
concrete incentives and benefits for consumers. (Executive Digest)
 
>> Paulo Trigo Pereira states that "it is important to try to understand the growing vote for
André Ventura and what, in view of this trend, moderates can do to solve the problems of
the Portuguese people." (Observador)
 
>> Ricardo Cabral e Miguel St. Aubyn comment on the Azores' public accounts based
on January data from the Public Finance Council (Expresso)
 
>> Miguel St. Aubyn believes that the impact of bad weather in Portugal is likely to result
in a lower budgetary performance or even a deficit (Jornal de Negócios)
 
>> Joana Santos Silva writes that "in the artificial intelligence economy, every sentence
can be a strategic asset. And strategic assets are not given away. They are protected"
(Jornal Económico)
 
>> João Duque e José Veríssmo argue that internationalisation should be assessed not
only by the number of foreign students, but also by academic and professional integration
and talent retention in the country. (Jornal de Negócios)
 
>> João Tovar Jalles explains Poland's decision to apply a zero tax rate on earned
income for parents with two or more children (ECO)
 
>> João Duque anticipates that there will be "a kind of inter-municipal competition to see
who comes out best" in the recovery of areas destroyed by bad weather (Renascença)

ISEG Executive Education

Risk under control, future in focus: the 6th edition of Risk Management
and Compliance comes to an end

The 6th edition of ISEG Executive Education's Risk Management and Compliance
executive programme has come to an end. Throughout the programme, participants
deepened their critical skills in an increasingly strategic area, in a context marked by
complexity and the demand for greater transparency and accountability.
 
The closing ceremony marked not only the end of another edition, but also the
strengthening of a community of professionals committed to integrity and organisational
sustainability!
 
📌 Further information about the programme here

Tailor-made training with global impact: the customised programme for
Daiichi Sankyo has begun

A new customised programme developed by ISEG Executive Education for Daiichi
Sankyo has been launched, strengthening the commitment to training solutions tailored to
the specific needs of global organisations.
 
This programme was designed to respond to the company's specific challenges,
promoting the development of strategic and leadership skills in an international context.
The partnership highlights ISEG's position as a partner of excellence, capable of
generating real and sustained impact on organisations.

Research no ISEG

Exhibition "Deconstructing Colonialism, Decolonising the Imagination.
Portuguese Colonialism in Africa: Myths and Realities" at ISEG

CEsA/ISEG Research announces the opening session of the travelling exhibition
"Deconstructing Colonialism, Decolonising the Imaginary. Portuguese Colonialism
in Africa: Myths and Realities", conceived, curated and coordinated by Professor and
Researcher Isabel Castro Henriques.
 
The initiative aims to promote critical and informed reflection on Portugal's colonial past.
 
The session will feature presentations by Isabel Castro Henriques (Curator and
Coordinator of the exhibition), Eduardo Sarmento (President of CEsA), João Duque
(Dean of ISEG), Joana Pais (Vice-Dean of ISEG) and Goncalo de Carvalho Amaro
(Director of the National Museum of Ethnology).
 
Free admission.
 
📅 Date: 24 February, at 16.30
📍 Venue: Francisco Pereira de Moura Library, ISEG
 

Student News

Workshop "Ready, Set, Invest!"

ISEG YES – Young Economics Society is organising the workshop “Ready, Set, Invest!
— How to take your first steps in the world of investment”, a practical session
dedicated to promoting financial literacy and supporting students who want to start their
journey in the world of investment in an informed and safe way.
 
The workshop will feature Bárbara Barroso, founder of the MoneyLab project and a
national reference in financial literacy, and will address topics such as how financial
markets work, the main investment instruments, identifying investor profiles and practical
strategies for starting to invest.
 
Free participation, subject to registration. A certificate of participation will be given.
 
📅 Date: 26 February, at 16.30
📍 Venue: Novo Banco Lecture Theatre (Quelhas), ISEG
 

Alumni in the Spotlight

Conference | Innovation, Creative Destruction and Digital
Transformation

As part of the celebrations for the 35th anniversary of ISEG Alumni Económicas, the
conference "Innovation, Creative Destruction and Digital Transformation" will be held,
as part of the Conference Cycle "Where are the World, Europe and Portugal
heading?".
 
The conference is organised in conjunction with the Strategic Board for Digital
Transformation of ISEG Alumni Económicas.
 
Free participation. A certificate of participation will be given.
 
📅 Date: 5 March, from 17.00-19.00
📍 Venue: CGD Auditorium (Quelhas), ISEG
 
📌 Further information and registration here

Universidade de Lisboa

Universidade de Lisboa joins Rock in Rio as a partner of Smart City of
Rock

ULisboa is officially the first University Partner of Smart City of Rock, an innovation
platform created by Rock in Rio Lisbon, in partnership with Liquid Innovation Co., which
transforms the festival into a true living laboratory for technological solutions with real
impact.
 
This involvement gives institutional legitimacy to the project and contributes to the early
development of solutions with the potential to be replicated in other urban contexts, both
nationally and internationally.
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