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From ISEG to Frankfurt: An Immersive Dive Into The Heart of European
Finance

The Master’s in Finance trip to Frankfurt was an immersive dive into the heart of European
finance. Over the course of five days, we met outstanding professionals and alumni
working at some of the most prestigious institutions and companies in the world.
 
TAP Portugal welcomed us with a speech by CEO Luís Rodrigues, who joined the airline
in 2009 without expecting it to define his career. His message was simple: take
opportunities even when the destination is unclear. There was something fitting about
touring the hangar and then boarding a TAP flight to Frankfurt two hours later. That
evening, the welcome dinner brought the flavour of Frankfurt finance. Jonas Knapp from
the IFC World Bank Group spoke about the institution's work in emerging markets and
stayed well beyond his remarks to speak with the eager students over the dinner table.
 
Breakfast networking sessions with ISEG alumni based in Frankfurt gave us a glimpse of
where our Master’s degree can take us. Later that day at the European Central Bank, the
magnitude of the decisions made at the institution felt tangible. For a group of students
aiming for careers in asset management, credit risk and capital markets, understanding
monetary policy cannot just be academic; it has to be foundational. Our Dean, João
Duque, was with us at every stop, taking group photos and sharing the experience with his
students.
 
Michael Kotzbauer, Deputy CEO of Commerzbank, gave us one of the most memorable
words of advice from the whole trip: do not try to fit yourself into one specific career
goal and always be diligent of the opportunity. Michael also remarked how AI will
transform roles rather than simply eliminate them. At Bloomberg, Andrej Sokol showed us
how macro research becomes real-time intelligence that moves markets. The Frankfurt
Stock Exchange brought that full circle, telling us how the DAX index is composed and
about the infrastructure underlying it all.
 
At EIOPA, Santiago Escudero spoke on how digitalisation is reshaping insurance
supervision, a reminder that regulatory careers are evolving as fast as the private sector.
At Frankfurt Business School, Stephan Thouet, Director of the Deloitte FSI-Assurance
practice, closed the programme with a poignant reflection: regulation is now a strategic
concern for banks, not a compliance afterthought.
 
This journey felt a pivotal moment in the lives of many friends who expressed their
admiration of the finance scene and felt inspired by the high-octane energy of our
speakers. I am confident that years from now many of us will meet in Frankfurt, as
Partners and C-suite executives, to remember where it all started. ISEG’s value
proposition is like nothing I have ever experienced and I will be forever grateful to the
ISEG faculty and alumni who made this possible..

Students on the Master’s in Finance programme experience the financial
heart of Europe on a visit to Frankfurt

Students on the Master’s in Finance degree took part in an enriching field trip to
Frankfurt, one of Europe’s most important financial centres, from 11-15 March 2026.
There were 70 students on the visit, accompanied by professors, providing them with
direct contact with leading institutions in the financial sector, as well as with ISEG alumni
currently working in the field.
 
The trip began in Lisbon on 11 March with a visit to the TAP Air Portugal facilities, where
they attended presentations on the company’s financial and operational areas and toured
the hangar, gaining a practical insight into its operations.
 
In Frankfurt, the programme included visits to leading institutions, including the European
Central Bank, Commerzbank, Bloomberg and EIOPA.
 
They also had the opportunity to visit the Frankfurt School of Finance & Management,
where they attended lectures featuring presentations by industry professionals and
alumni, reinforcing the link between academia and the labour market.
 
During the trip, there were also several opportunities for socialising, including a dinner at
the traditional Paulaner Wirtshaus am Dom restaurant, a trip to Heidelberg, and other
cultural visits, including to the Money Museum, the Städel Museum and the Jewish
Museum.
 
This field trip enabled students to gain first-hand insight into leading institutions in the
financial sector, as well as to network with professionals and alumni, thereby playing a
decisive role in preparing students for the challenges of working in the global financial
sector.
 

What's Up @ ISEG

Report | ISEG Master's Sunset 2026

On 5 March, ISEG’s Great Hall was buzzing with energy and good cheer at the ISEG
Master’s Sunset! It was a perfect afternoon for networking, with music from the DJ and
delicious ISEG cocktails to round it off.
 
During the event, participants were able to ask questions directly to the Master’s Degree
Coordinators, as well as current and former students, in a relaxed and informative
setting.
 
📸 Photo report here
 
The second phase for all Master’s degrees runs until 31 March 2026.
 
📌 Further information here

Report | Celebration of Professor Vítor Gonçalves Jubilee

A jubilee celebration was held in honour of Professor Vítor Gonçalves on 10 March, in
recognition of his academic and institutional career, built up over almost five decades.
Throughout his career, he has served as a lecturer, Head of the Department of
Management, Dean of ISEG, and also as Vice-Rector, Pro-Rector and a member of the
Senate and the Governing Boardl of Universidade de Lisboa. He has led research centres
and postgraduate programmes, supervised countless Master’s and PhD students, and
served on various administrative and supervisory bodies.
 
The celebration was attended by former students, colleagues, friends, family members
and representatives from Universidade de Lisboa, followed by a dinner in ISEG’s Salão
Nobre.
 
The session was opened by the Dean of ISEG, Professor João Duque, followed by
speeches from the Head of the Department of Management at ISEG, Professor
Eduardo Couto, and the Rector of Universidade de Lisboa, Luís Ferreira.
 
In his speech, the Dean of ISEG spoke of Professor Vítor Gonçalves’s influence on the
teaching of marketing and the establishment of the Strategy and Marketing academic
department at ISEG. He also highlighted Professor Gonçalves’s leadership within various
bodies at the School and his ability to balance academic rigour with genuine support for
colleagues and students.
 
The Head of the Management Department highlighted Professor Vítor Gonçalves’s
extensive and exemplary career, which has spanned decades of service in academia,
institutions and the business world, as well as his contribution to internationalisation,
fundraising and the establishment of PhD programmes, conferences and postgraduate
courses.
 
The Rector of Universidade de Lisboa highlighted his role in training successive
generations of managers, emphasising the lasting impact he has had on his students,
many of whom now hold prominent positions in Portugal and abroad. He also expressed
the hope that this new phase would be approached with the same intellectual curiosity and
energy that have always characterised his academic life.
 
Following the opening speeches, Professor Vítor Gonçalves gave a lecture on the topic
“Management and Strategy in Times of Uncertainty”.
 
📸 Photo report here

At the Table with the Future of HR – Breakfasts for Big Decisions

ISEG hosted another breakfast session in the series “At the Table with the Future of HR
– Breakfasts for Big Decisions” on 17 March, an initiative forming part of the new
Executive Master’s on Transformation in Human Resource Management.
 
Dedicated to the theme “Personal Influence in HRM”, the session featured Professor
Paulo Lopes Henriques and David Dias, presenter at RTP (Rádio e Televisão de
Portugal), who shared different perspectives on influence in people management.
 
The meeting proved to be highly productive, encouraging reflection on current challenges
in the field and fostering networking among Human Resources professionals.
 
📸 Photo report here
 
The next session will take place on 5 May, from 9:00-11:00, and will focus on the topic of
“Talent Management”. Applications here
 
📌 The applications period for the Executive Master’s is now open. See this link

ISEG strengthens global partnerships at APAIE 2026 in Hong Kong

ISEG was represented at the APAIE 2026 Conference (Asia-Pacific Association for
International Education), held in Hong Kong from 23-27 February 2026. The Portuguese
delegation was organised by the National Agency for Erasmus+ Education and
Training/Study & Research in Portugal.
 
During this period, the ISEG delegation — Sónia Domingues, Director of Student
Services, and Rita Jordão, Head of the International Relations Division — held a number
of meetings with representatives from prestigious universities in 13 countries,
strengthening existing partnerships and exploring new opportunities for academic
cooperation.
 
The programme also included a visit to the Portuguese Consulate in Macao, which
provided an opportunity to promote ISEG and Universidade de Lisboa to the Portuguese
diplomatic network in the region, as well as to discuss possible ways of strengthening
academic and institutional ties.
 
Following the conference and the institutional contacts established, several collaborative
projects are currently under development.

Open days for secundary school pupils 

ISEG’s Open Days 2026 are just around the corner, and the first one is on 21 March!
 
Secondary school students can explore the campus, talk to students, ask questions about
courses and experience the university environment of one of the most renowned schools
of Universidade de Lisboa.
 
Open Day dates: 21 March, 18 April, 16 May and 23 May.
 
📌 Further information and Registration here

ISEG Entrepreneurship Week takes place from 23-27 March

ISEG Entrepreneurship Week takes place from 23-27 March and features a range of
activities focusing on entrepreneurship, innovation and sustainability.
 
The initiative fosters interaction between students, faculty and professionals, creating a
space for sharing knowledge and experiences with entrepreneurs, start-up founders and
experts from the business ecosystem.
 
📅 Date: 23-27 March, from 09:00-12:30
📍 Venue: ISEG
 
📌 Further information and Registration here

Mindfulness and Qi Gong Workshop

On Saturday, 21 March, the "Workshop on Mindfulness and Qi Gong (or Chi Kung)"
will take place from 09:30-12:30.
 
In this workshop, Professor João Carvalho das Neves combines Mindfulness theory and
practice with energy management exercises (chi-kung) aimed at improving your health
and well-being, giving you tools for your daily life, with specific moments of interaction to
clarify questions and doubts.
 
Participants should preferably bring a yoga mat.
 
Free participation, but with limited places.
 
📅 Date: 21 March, from 9:30-12:30
📍 Venue: ISEG, Room 202 (Quelhas)
 
📌 Further information and Registration here

CSeries of Seminars for the Master's Degree in Marketing

On 23 and 25 March, as part of the ISEG Master’s in Marketing Seminar Series, two
sessions will be held featuring leading professionals in the fields of sustainability and
artificial intelligence applied to marketing.
 
Although these sessions form part of the Master’s Seminar Series, they are open to the
general public.

MEO Sustainability: From
Strategy to Action

The topic will be presented by Catarina
Corte-Real, Corporate Director of
Projects, Audit and Sustainability at
MEO.
 
📅 Date: 23 March, from 18:30-19:45
📍 Venue: ISEG, Auditorium 5
(Quelhas)
 
📌 Further information and
Registration here
 

Marketing in the Age of
Algoritms: How AI is Rewriting
the Rules of Engagement 

The topic will be presented by Catarina
Silva Santos, Lead Solution Engineer
at Salesforce, who specialises in
marketing and e-commerce.
 
📅 Date: 25 March, from 18:30-19:45
📍 Venue: ISEG, Auditorium 5
(Quelhas)
 
📌 Further information and
Registration here

>> Ricardo Ferraz, speaking about the war in the Middle East, states that until a
diplomatic solution is found to bring this new conflict to an end, we will continue to face
turbulent times (RTP)
 
>> Ricardo Cabral believes that the decisions taken following the invasion of Ukraine
have undermined the competitiveness of the European economy. (Observador)
 
>> Paulo Trigo Pereira states that “if Montenegro continues down this path of non-
dialogue, the PS will be free to vote against the next State Budget. If that happens, the
Government will become hostage to Chega” (Observador)
 
>> Joana Santos Silva argues that there is a clear distinction between digital content and
executive training. (Jornal de Negócios)
 
>> João Duque says that Mário Centeno is “welcome, because he was part of the family”.
On academic elections, he states that vice-chancellors without a teaching post may run
the risk of becoming “hostages” to top-level positions. (ECO)
 
>> Ricardo Ferraz comments on the rise in fuel prices due to the war in the Middle East
(RTP)
 
>> João Tovar Jalles states that “Before discussing how to distribute wealth, we need to
understand how it is created. And that creation always begins in the same place: in
businesses, in investment and in risk. (ECO)
 
>> Joana Santos Silva states that “bureaucracy is not, in itself, a problem (...) The
problem begins when processes cease to serve the business and start serving
themselves." (Jornal Económico)
 
>> João Duque e José Lopes Dias comment on the victory of ISEG’s Master’s in
Finance students in the national final of the CFA Institute Research Challenge, the most
prestigious university competition in the field of financial analysis and business valuation.
(Jornal de Negócios)
 
>> Sandra Oliveira believes that “the advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been
changing the way we work, reducing the time needed to complete the same task,
improving quality, increasing precision, adding more ‘layers’ of analysis and providing
better evidence.” (Executive Digest)
 
>> Sara Falcão Casaca comments on Portuguese women working more outside the
home when they have children (Público)
 
>> João Tovar Jalles argues that the rigidity of public spending, particularly on public
sector wages, hinders fiscal adjustment and reduces governments’ scope for balancing
public accounts. (VoxEU)
 
>> António Garcia Pereira points out that he was one of the 51 people who filed criminal
complaints against André Ventura’s posters, and that the Public Prosecutor’s Office cites
judgments of the European Court of Human Rights which “have nothing to do with the
matter at hand and are therefore not applicable to the situation (...)” (Diário de Notícias)
 

ISEG Executive Education

Managing for the Future celebrates the conclusion of another edition

Following a journey marked by learning, reflection and professional growth, we brought
together participants from Class 14 and Class 15 of the 14th edition of the customised
programme for Caixa Geral de Depósitos – Managing for the Future to celebrate the
conclusion of this edition.
 
The final session featured a graduation ceremony, a moment filled with recognition,
sharing and good humour — reflecting the positive impact of the programme and the
commitment of everyone involved.
 
Congratulations to all participants on this achievement!

A new customised programme developed for Bankinter has begun

This initiative brings together professionals committed to developing new skills, deepening
their knowledge and strengthening their leadership capabilities, against a backdrop of
constant transformation in the financial sector.
 
Throughout the programme, participants will have the opportunity to share experiences,
explore new perspectives and consolidate essential tools to face the challenges of the
future with confidence and strategic vision.
 
We would like to thank Bankinter for placing its trust in ISEG Executive Education to
deliver this journey of learning and growth.

What's changed in Sustainability in 2026?

The webinar series has taken place - 𝟑𝟎 𝐌𝐢𝐧𝐮𝐭𝐞𝐬 𝐒𝐮𝐬𝐭𝐚𝐢𝐧𝐚𝐛𝐢𝐥𝐢𝐭𝐲 𝐓𝐚𝐥𝐤𝐬! Over the course of
three sessions, experts in the field addressed topics such as the latest developments in
ESG regulation, trends in ESG reporting and best practices in stakeholder management.
 
The webinars were moderated by Professor Carolina Afonso, Co-Coordinator of the
Postgraduation in Sustainability Management, providing a space for reflection and
discussion on the evolution of sustainability within organisations.

Research at ISEG

European Journal of Management Studies

The latest issue of the European
Journal of Management Studies,
ISEG’s academic journal in the field of
Management, is now available (Volume
31, Issue 1).
 
📌 The publication can be viewed here

Development Studies Seminars 2026 | Financing Firm Growth: The Role
of Capital Markets in Low- and Middle-Income Countries

ISEG Research's Centre for African and Development Studies (CEsA) is holding
another session of the Development Studies Seminars 2026 cycle, dedicated to the
theme "Financing Firm Growth: The Role of Capital Markets in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries".
 
The seminar will address the role of capital markets in financing business growth in low-
and middle-income countries, discussing how access to financial instruments can support
investment, business expansion and economic development.
 
Free admission.
 
📅 Date: 25 March, at 14:30
📍 Venue: ISEG, Lecture theatre 3 (Quelhas, 4th floor)
 
📌 Further information here
 

Alumni in the Spotlight

Gathering in Paris of Alumni from Portuguese Universities

The Joint Alumni Meeting in Paris will take place on 25 March at 19:00 at the Residence of
the Portuguese Ambassador in Paris.
 
This event, organised by AICEP Paris, is supported by ISEG, Instituto Superior Técnico,
NOVA SBE, Católica Lisboa and the Portuguese Diaspora Council.
 
The initiative will bring together former students from different schools, creating a special
opportunity for socialising, sharing experiences and strengthening professional ties.
 
Attendance is free, subject to prior registration HERE.
 
Secure your place now. Don’t miss this opportunity to reconnect, find inspiration and
celebrate the network of Portuguese talent. We look forward to seeing you there!
 
📅 Date: 25 March, from 19:00
📍 Venue: Residence of the Portuguese Ambassador in Paris 
 
📌 Further information and Registration here

35th Anniversary of ISEG Economics Alumni | Conference and Dinner

On 10 April, ISEG Alumni Económicas will celebrate its 35th anniversary.
 
The programme includes the ‘Where is the world, Europe and Portugal heading?’
conference, and a dinner to mark the 35th anniversary of ISEG Alumni Económicas.
 
Registration is open until 31 March.
 
📅 Date: 10 April, from 18:00-23:00
📍 Venue: ISEG
 
📌 Further information and Registration here

Universidade de Lisboa

Exhibition | Designing Sustainable Futures 

How do we design a better future? The exhibition "Designing Sustainable Futures"
invites families, students and anyone with a curiosity to discover how design, science and
nature come together to address the challenges facing our planet. From 21 March to 31
July 2026, the Pavilhão de Portugal will host an exhibition designed for all generations.
 
📅 Date: 21 March-31 July
📍 Venue: Pavilhão de Portugal
 
📌 Further information here

Talks on the Sofa | Burnout

The second in the Talks on the Sofa series takes place on 26 March and will feature
Professor Maria José Chambel, who will provide information and raise awareness of the
issues that lead to burnout, offering some tools and strategies for its prevention, and
Cristina Fraga, from UMIND, who will share her personal experience, her life story and
how she came to join the company and the Mindout app.
 
📌 Further information here

OPEN MINDS. GRAB THE FUTURE!
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